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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for applying information to a medical slide or 
histology cassette, w herein a printing m e dium fe applied comprising: 

transporting a slide or histology cassette onto which data is to be printed from a storage 
means to a printing station; 

printing directly onto a surface portion of a said slide or histology cassette to define an 
organised array of printed data using a printing medium , tho printing medium being s c a l abl e 
wherein the printed data is sealed onto said surface portion of the slide or histology cassette so 
that said organised array of printed data is proof against removal or damage during subsequent 
handling or treatment of the slide or histology cassetteiand 

transporting the slide or histology cassette onto which data has bee n printed from the 
printing station to a separate discharge location . 

2. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the printing medium 
comprises at least a solvent and a vinyl resin. 

3. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the printing 
medium is directly sca l ab le sealed to said surface portion of the slide or histology cassette. 

4. (Original) A method according to Claim 3, wherein the printing medium 
comprises at least a solvent and a vinyl resin. 

5. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the printing 
medium is s e a la b te sealed to said surface portion of the slide or cassette by appl i cat i on of 
applying a coating agent or modium to said surface portion of the slide or histology cassette so 
as to cover said organised array of printed data. 

6-20. Canceled. 
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21 . (Newly added) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the printing medium fc an 
aqueous-based ink which is then coated with an immiscible coating agent. 

22. (Newly added) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the printing medium 
comprises a solvent. 

23. (Newly added) A method for applying information to both medical slides and 
histology cassettes, comprising: 

transporting a slide onto which data is to be printed from a storage means to a printing 

station; 

printing directly onto a surface portion of said slide to define an organised array of 
printed data using a printing medium, wherein the printed data is sealed onto said surface 
portion of the slide so that said organised array of printed data is proof against removal or 
damage during subsequent handling or treatment of the slide; 

transporting the slide onto which data has been printed from the printing station to a 
discharge location; 

transporting a histology cassette onto which data is to be printed from a storage means 
to a printing station; 

printing directly onto a surface portion of said cassette to define an organised array of 
printed data using a printing medium, wherein the printed data is sealed onto said surface 
portion of the cassette so that said organised array of printed data is proof against removal or 
damage during subsequent handling or treatment of the cassette; 

transporting the histology cassette onto which data has been printed from the printing 
station to a discharge location. 

24. (Newly added) A method according to Claim 23 ( wherein the printing medium is 
directly sealed to said surface portion of the slide or histology cassette. 

25. (Newly added) A method according to Claim 23, wherein the printing medium is 
sealed to said surface portion of the slide or cassette by applying a coating agent to said 
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surface portion of the slide or histology cassette so as to cover said organised array of printed 
data. 

26. (Newly added) A method according to claim 23. wherein the printing medium is 
an aqueous-based ink which is then coated with an immiscible coating agent. 

27. (Newly added) A method for applying information to a medical slide or histology 
cassette according to claim 1, wherein said information is applied prior to use, comprising: 

transporting a slide or histology cassette onto which data is to be printed from a storage 
means to a printing station, wherein said slide or histology cassette does not contain a 
specimen; 

printing directly onto a surface portion of said slide or histology cassette to define an 
organised array of printed data using a printing medium, wherein the printed data is sealed onto 
said surface portion of the slide or histology cassette so that said organised array of printed data 
is proof against removal or damage during subsequent handling or treatment of the slide; and 

transporting the slide or histology cassette onto which data has been printed from the 
printing station to a discharge location. 

28. (Newly added) A method according to Claim 27, wherein the printing medium is 
directly sealed to said surface portion of the slide or histology cassette. 

29. (Newly added) A method according to Claim 27, wherein the printing medium is 
sealed to said surface portion of the slide or cassette by applying a coating agent to said 
surface portion of the slide or histology cassette so as to cover said organised array of printed 
data. 

30. (Newly added) A method according to claim 27, wherein the printing medium is 
an aqueous-based ink which is then coated with an immiscible coating agent. 

31 . (Newly added) A method for applying information to both medical slides and 
histology cassettes prior to use, comprising: 

transporting a slide onto which data is to be printed from a storage means to a printing 
station, wherein said slide does not contain a specimen; 



PAGE 6(9 1 RCVDAT 3/312005 2:02:24 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1f2 ' DNIS;8729306 ' CSID:1 7037266024 1 DURATION (mm-ss):02-22 



93/93/2005 l<i:Q0 1 /0372S602<± RGSSI PAGE." 



SN. 1 0/643,01 3 Attorney Docket No. TOMK:009A 

printing directly onto a surface portion of said slide to define an organised array of 
printed data using a printing medium, wherein the printed data is sealed onto said surface 
portion of the slide so that said organised array of printed data is proof against removal or 
damage during subsequent handling or treatment of the slide; 

transporting the slide onto which data has been printed from the printing station to a 
discharge location; 

transporting a histology cassette onto which data is to be printed from a storage means 
to a printing station, wherein said histology cassette does not contain a specimen; 

printing directly onto a surface portion of said cassette to define an organised array of 
printed data using a printing medium, wherein the printed data is sealed onto said surface 
portion of the cassette so that said organised array of printed data is proof against removal or 
damage during subsequent handling or treatment of the cassette; 

transporting the histology cassette onto which data has been printed from the printing 
station to a discharge location. 

32. (Newly added) A method according to claim 31 , wherein the printing medium is 
directly sealed to said surface portion of the slide or histology cassette. 

33. (Newly added) A method according to claim 31 1 wherein the printing medium is 
sealed to said surface portion of the slide or cassette by applying a coating agent to said 
surface portion of the slide or histology cassette so as to cover said organised array of printed 
data, 

34. (Newly added) A method according to claim 31, wherein the printing medium is 
an aqueous-based ink which is then coated with an immiscible coating agent. 
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